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not been ** ripe ", while the real reason was their lack of courage
to draw the right conclusions from facts and events, and then-
failure to act accordingly.
The fact that material things in dialectical form affect not only
man's activities and reasoning, but that the individual also exerts
a reciprocal influence on material things and is within these
limits an essential factor in history, tends to be deliberately
ignored.
Paul Levi, one of the few German Social-Democratic leaders
clearly to foresee the likelihood of Hitler's ascendancy and be
incensed at his party's " lesser evil" policy, gave simple but
pungent expression to this idea: *' It is not enough to let events
take their own course, you need the men to 6 flog' them."
Material facts, the masses and individual protagonists, all go
to the making of history.
The masses and the individual, often ahead of events but
sometimes symptomatically limping behind them, leaving a gap
like a discrepancy between the two constituent elements requisite
for any historical act, have often need of " flogging " into action,
since the spirit, character, soul, and above all civic courage of
every human being contribute towards the decision to be taken,
the event to take place.
This principle alone has guided the presentation of facts and
events. Therefore, these have not been submitted in a general
form to logical examination, but the fatal historical decision has
always, within reasonable limits, been linked with the faults,
weakness and lack of integrity of the main " historical"
character. Only by an effective linking in precise terms of the
two essential factors, objective fact and individual, and not a
vague general condemnation of the " system ", can the stark
reality of the tragedy of France be appreciated to the full.
The Third Republic, however regrettable the fact may be, had
from the outset fostered a fear of great men, and for that reason
always showed a preference for the " weepy" Lebrun type of
strong characters. Thiers, the head of the " provisional govern-
ment ", was ousted as soon as the opposition felt their position
strong enough. MacMahon preferred to resign his office rather
than resign himself to a submissive role. Gambetta, symbol of
the French "citizen's** courage and the real hero of the 1870
war (during which to the shame of the ** generals " he gathered a
" civilian " army together and succeeded in inflicting on Prince
Charles-Frederick the sole defeat suffered by the Prussian Army),
only managed to remain a few days in power in face of the
" imbeciles9 *5 opposition. Clemenceau, Pere-la-Victoire, was